Aaron M. Drake, Esq

Professional Profile
Owner of The Veteran’s Advocate, specializing in VA disability appeals

Leader and lawyer with a diverse background in veteran law, military law, litigation, and teaching

21-year attorney — VA disability expert, fluent Spanish, Air Force Academy professor, JAG

Deployed to Baghdad, Iraq, as Rule of Law Coordinator for U.S. and Iraqi Security Forces

Education
J.D., magna cum lande — top 5% graduate — Order of the Coif
BYU J. Reuben Clark Law School, Provo UT, 2004

e Solicitations Editor, BYU Education & Law Journal
e 2004 J. Reuben Clark Award recipient — for exemplified academic excellence and integrity
e Completed ROTC undergrad course of study and basic officer training during law school

B.S., Spanish, wagna cum: laude
Weber State University, Ogden UT, 2000

Employment Experience
Owner, The Veteran’s Advocate, PC, also dba Good Attorney, PC, January 2014-present
Salt Lake City, UT (full-time law practice since February 2017)

e Specializing in VA disability appeals

Pro-Bono Attorney, Veterans’ Legal Clinic, 2019-present
Department of Veterans’ Affairs Campus, Salt Lake City, UT
e Advising 4-5 clients monthly on veteran entitlements and benefits

Chief Counsel — Staff Judge Advocate, Utah Air National Guard, February 2017-February 2021
Roland R. Wright Air National Guard Base, Salt Lake City, UT

e Served as Lieutenant Colonel, JAG (part-time “reserve” position) — counsel to the Commander

Chief Counsel — State Judge Advocate, Utah National Guard, July 2011-February 2017
Joint Forces Headquarters, Draper, UT

e led 14 attorneys & 20 paralegals in supporting Utah's 7,000+ Citizen Soldiers & Airmen
e Primary legal advisor to 5 General Officers; Military Fellow to Lieutenant Governor

Ethics Counselor responsible for agency compliance with state/federal ethics law & regulation

Legislative Liaison to Utah’s Congressional Delegation & Utah State Legislature

Assistant Professor, Department of Law, July 2009-July 2011
U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, CO

e Taught: Law for Air Force Officers; Negotiations; and Spanish

o Published: “Current U.S. Air Force Drone Operations and Their Conduct in Compliance with
International Humanitarian Law - An Overview” 39 Denv. ]. Int'l L. & Pol'y 629

e Commentator: “Modern conflicts, robotic weapons and their implications for International Law,”
42 Annual Sutton Colloquium, University of Denver Sturm College of Law

Assistant Staff Judge Advocate, U.S. Air Force, January 2005-July 2009
Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgomery, AL; Schriever Air Force Base, Colorado Springs, CO

e Prosecuted numerous felony and misdemeanor cases; served as Chief Labor Counsel
e Deployed to Iraq with Army Civil Affairs Brigade; coordinated Rule of Law efforts



Presentations & Teaching

“The Unadjudicated VA Claim: Overcoming Finality in Pursuit of Earlier Effective Dates”
CLE for National Organization of Veterans’ Advocates (NOVA)
San Diego, California (20206)

“Advocating for Advocates: The Ethical Implications of Our Own Well-Being as We Advocate
for Clients”
Guest Lecturer for University of Illinois Chicago (2025)

“Advocating for Advocates: The Ethical Implications of Our Own Well-Being as We Advocate
for Veterans”

CLE for National Organization of Veterans’ Advocates (NOVA)

Salt Lake City, Utah (2024)

“Malpractice Minefield: The Mistakes Civilian Lawyers Make with Their Military Clients”
CLE for Timpanogos Legal Center
Provo, Utah (2022)

“Malpractice Minefield: An Overview for Elder Law Attorneys Representing Military and
Veteran Clients”

CLE for Elder Law Section, Utah Bar

Salt Lake City, Utah (2022)

“Assessing your Client for Service-Connected Disability” & “An Overview of DoD Benefits”
CLE for Veterans Advocates Group of America
Orlando, Florida (2019)

“Division of Military Retirement Pay in Divorce and the Federal Law that Controls It” &
“Top 10 Mistakes Civilian Lawyers Make with their Military Clients”

CLE for Timpanogos Legal Center

Provo, Utah (2019)

“Division of Military Retirement Pay in Divorce and the Federal Law that Controls It”
CLE for Utah Paralegal Association
Salt Lake City, Utah (2018)

“What Civilian Lawyers Should Know about their Military Clients”
CLE for Utah Paralegal Association
Salt Lake City, Utah (2017)

“The Intersection of Military Justice and Criminal Justice”
CLE for Utah Prosecution Council
Park City, Utah (2016)

Multiple presentations to Utah Governor and Lieutenant Governor, Utah business leaders,
Utah’s Congressional Delegation, Utah state legislators, and U.S. Air Force Chief of Staff
Washington, D.C.; Salt Lake City, Utah (2013-2016)

“Military and Civilian Justice Systems in the United States of America”

Presentation to Palestinian Authority Delegation
Salt Lake City, Utah (2013)



“International Law & Peacekeeping Operations”
Three-day presentation to Moroccan senior military officers
Agadir, Morocco (2013)

“Rule of Law in U.S. Military Combat Operations”
Two-day presentation to Moroccan senior military officers

Rabat, Morocco (2012)

“Modern conflicts, robotic weapons and their implications for International Law”

Commentator, 42™ Annual Sutton Colloquium
University of Denver Sturm College of Law, Denver CO (2010)

“Trial Advocacy in an Adversarial System”
Two-week training of Colombian legal professionals
Bogota, Colombia (2006)

“Rule of Law in International Armed Conflict”
One-week training of Colombian National Police
Inter-American Air Forces Academy, Lackland AFB, San Antonio, TX (2006)



